Shielded by Darkness


Chapter 16





     The Skycutter slow down and the propellers slowed down to minimal speed. Dustin opened the hatch on the floor that led to the deck. The wind blew through his hair as he looks over the bow of the ship. They were now entering the enemy territory and Dustin felt the chill of evil run up is spine. He then turned horizon ward, to see a dark tower arise in front of him. The tower rose up over the dark horizon. The darkness of night hid the Skycutter as it began its descent into the meadows to avoid being scene. The tower now very close looked like a giant black conch shell with spikes sticking out. As the Skycutter landed and the propellers stopped Dustin jumped off and landed with his legs bent and then recoiling back up straight. Dustin now dressed in a long black robe with a hood headed over to the tower. 


     At a closer look the tower was covered with scaffolding and wasn't nearly complete yet.


     "This is the new laboratory hmmmmmmm..." Dustin mumbled as he preceded around, to the back of the tower, and saw scaffolding hanging down.


     "Perfect" he said, but it was too late. Guards headed around the other side of the tower. Dustin reached inside his cloak and pulled out his new little toy. It was a gun created by using the fuel from the sky cutter condensed to create an energy beam. With a push of a button a red stream hit a soldier knocking him down dead. Then, the other guards proceeded to chase Dustin. Dustin once again reached into is cloak and pulled out a vile of the same fluid and threw it into the group exploding wiping out a rank of soldiers.


     "Better hurry" Dustin said to himself as he climbed onto the scaffolding pulling on the ropes as he elevated himself up the tower. Dustin proceeded up about eight stories until he came to a hole where the building was left unbuilt. He tied the scaffolding to the building and proceeded into the building, just as the next wave of soldiers came around the corner confused.


     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *


     The inside was hollow, and a pathway spiraled up the tower. Then in the center was flat workspaces containing computers and other experiments. Dustin began to analyze this equipment and codes. He then proceeded down the tower picking up several experiments off the table. There was a laser gun, several small computer parts, and a couple crystals. Then, he proceeded to the middle part of the tower. Here on that one floor must have been the entire scientist of the dark legion assembled in front of the infamous tubes that had changed their lives. The tubes to create new warriors. Dustin stumbled back in surprise knocking over several flasks. As they hit the floor the scientists turned around to see Dustin. They scrambled for weapons and Dustin heard the sounds of soldiers coming up the stairs. Before he could do anything he was hit in the left arm with a laser.


     "AHHHHHHHH" Dustin screamed. Dustin felt his body get warmer his eyes filled with fire he threw out his right hand spraying a cone of fire lighting several scientist on fire and causing a table to catch on fire. Chemicals on the table exploded, and the room filled with a gas. Dustin jumped up and ran toward the tubes holding the new warriors holding his left arm. Looking over the edge in the cloud of smoke, he saw that the bottom floor was actually a base of a volcano filled with lava. Next to capsule one was a red button. Dustin hit it with his usable arm and the capsule arms let go of the capsule dropping it into the lava sending flames up to there level. Now, they knew were he was. Another blast hit Dustin in the arm as he screamed in pain, falling to the ground spinning in a circle kicking his legs. He once again got up and the smoke began to lighten. He bolted up the incline back up to were the scaffolding was.


     He immediately jumped onto the scaffolding and began to lower himself with one arm. He almost got to the bottom but the soldiers got to the top of the tower. They began to shoot  lasers down at him. Fortunately, it missed him but hit the rope sending him crashing to the ground. Dustin began to black out as Cloud rushed up to the smashed scaffolding. He began to cast cure wounds on him and Dustin got up and ran with Cloud but they were right on his heels.


     As they reached the Skycutter the crew was prepared for a battle. Several small balls of fire sailed into the soilders but they kept on coming. AS they climbed the rope ladder some of the enemy was already on board. Cloud waved his hand telling them to start the engine. The propellers began to increase and the ship rocked as the ship took of. The battle was now being waged on all floors of the Skycutter. 


     "Keep them away from the bridge and the engine room", Cloud commanded. The Skycutter once up set out full speed. Cloud fought his way into the bowels of the ship with his fire spells. Dustin began to send fire cones across the deck waiting several of the enemies. Dustin looked out over the edge of the ship as it picked up unnatural speed.


     "What's going on?" Dustin screamed bewildered.


     "The ships out of control the fighting has erupted in the engine room, where heading into the wastelands." a crewman shouted.


      The ship began to run into the mists of the wastelands.  Dustin then became locked in a battle with a mage on the very edge of the ship. Dustin began to chill the mists in the air sending ice chunks back at the enemy. 


     Just then something out of the corner of his eye caught his attention, Rock they were flying parallel to a mountain. 


     "Oh shi..." Dustin said but it was too late the ship hit the side rocked violently sending Dustin over the front of the ship. Dustin caught a hold of a rod that held up a propeller. The ship began to recover from the impact and continued onward. Dustin held on but the air was getting very cold. It was too much Dustin blacked out let go and fell through the clouds.


     Dustin's eyes flickered as he saw himself falling into a green valley and right towards a lagoon. He fell with a splash and went unconscious. He saw black for several minutes and then felt his body being pulled up. Once again his eyes began to flicker and before him was two men, both blond the first he didn't recognize he was well built, but the second shocked him awake.


     "Jake!" 


     "Shhh... Get some sleep" Jake said as Dustin went back to sleep and the mechawarriors carried him back to his camp. 











